
30 April 20266

Let’s Talk About It - 

Talking and making it happen
Kagiso Segoane

In most cases, we would rather 
talk about what we want in life, but 
few people actually get up and make 
it happen. There is a difference 
between talkers and doers. Let’s be 
honest, it is very easy to talk and 
dwell on wishful thinking regarding 
the future we envision, but it 
becomes another story when we 
have to face reality.

 I guess there is a thick line 
between what we think and what 
we choose to do about it. Firstly, we 
have to convince ourselves that it is 
possible. This is where the real war 
begins. It is a process to believe in 
our thoughts or ideas, because it 
can be terrifying to even think that 
it is possible. During this stage, we 
may be discouraged because our 
minds can also convince us that we 
cannot achieve it.

When we have gained some 
confidence in what we want, we 
can talk about it. It is important at 
this stage to talk to the right people 

because it often happens that 
people share their ideas and are 
discouraged because people would 
rather project their fears than face 
their own. 

So, we should be very careful 
about what we share in public 
spaces.

When the criticism hits and 
rejection comes, most people take it 
as a sign that they are meant to fail.

The issue is that we often think 
that we will get what we want easily, 
and then when things become 
tough, we break down instead of 
soldiering on.

Once we overcome the fear of what 
others will say and other stumbling 
blocks, then we are on the side of 
possibilities where we can make it 
happen.

It is about making things happen 
regardless of what we have to 
endure along the way.

There is nothing that can breathe 
life into someone’s soul like the 
feeling of achieving their dreams, 
goals, or plans.

During the vibrant Resistance Festival at Constitution Hill.

The Resistance Festival 
celebrates freedom month
Kagiso Segoane

Constitution Hill in 
Johannesburg became 
the site of a new 
cultural movement 
on April 11, as the 
Resistance Festival 
brought Freedom 
Month to life through 
the power of music. 

Organisers 
explained that while 
the generation of 
1976 fought for basic 
freedom, today’s youth 
are battling for dignity, 
ownership, and 
economic power. 

The festival, which 

various Merafong 
artists attended, 
aims to challenge the 
common idea that art 
and hip-hop are merely 
hobbies or noise rather 
than legitimate careers. 

By building a 
creative ecosystem, 
the platform allows 
young people to turn 
their unique voices 
and identities into 
sustainable livelihoods.

The day served as a 
proof of concept for the 
motto that survival is 
not enough and that 
young South Africans 
are ready to thrive. 

Organisers described 
the event a significant 
moment in South 
African culture where 
history was made. In a 
statement following the 
success of the debut, 
the team thanked the 
masterclass students, 
panellists, and artists 
who helped launch the 
movement.  

They expressed 
deep gratitude to 
the community for 
honouring the legacy 
of the past while 
celebrating a future 
built on skill and 
creativity.
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LOST OR DESTROYED DEED

Notice is hereby given in terms of regulation 68 of the 
Deeds Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for 
the issue of a certified copy of T 20634/2023 passed by 
MERAFONG CITY LOCAL MUNICIPALITY in favour 
of MARY CLAASSEN (Identity Number: 
711228 0496 08 0) in respect of certain ERF 573 
GREENSPARK EXTENSION 1 TOWNSHIP which has 
been lost or destroyed.

All interested persons having objection to the issue of 
such copy are hereby required to lodge the same in writing 
with the Registrar of Deed at North Gauteng within two 
weeks from the date of publication of this notice.

Dated at FOCHVILLE this 21 Day of APRIL 2026
 
Applicant: MATTHEE ATTORNEYS INC
Address: 49 KERK STREET FOCHVILLE 2515
E-mail address: karmen@matlaw.africa
Contact number: 018 771 2041                                    C24
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MAMA JOY
POWERFUL & TRUSTED TRADITIONAL HEALER

Restores Your Life So 
don’t Suffer in Silence, Help is Here:
•	 Protection	of	Children	from	Enemies	and	Spiritual	
	 Attacks	or	Witchcraft
•		Money	Disappears	Instantly
•		Relationship	Collapse	Suddenly
•		Business	fails	at	the	last	minute
•		Unemployment	for	Years	and	Promotion
•		Constant	Bad	luck	&	Stagnation
•		Lost	love	&	Divorce
•		Spiritual	Wives	&	Husbands
•		Women	Problems
•		Tenders	and	Contracts	
•		Court	cases
•		Women	&	Men	Infertility	
•		Protection	against	bullets,	Knives	and	Witches	
•		Personal	and	House	Traditional	
	 Spiritual	Cleansing	
•		Protection	against	Peoples,	Jealousy,	
	 Curses	&	Spells
•		Witch	craft	influence,	Hidden	Enemies,	
	 Bad	Spirits	&	Spiritual	Attacks

UNLOCK SUCCESS IN LOVE, 
BUSINESS JOB & GENERAL LIFE
CALL OR WHATSAPP +27 68 831 6006
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Rockland greets stalwart 
after more than 40 years
Adele Louw

Rockland 
Primary School at 
Blyvooruitzicht greets 
one of its longest-
serving teachers this 
week. The school’s 
vice-principal, Diane 
Ralph (65), is retiring 
on April 30 after 
more than 40 years 
of teaching at the 
school. Ralph started 
teaching at Rockland 
in 1983 and has 
been respected and 
loved by learners and 
colleagues since then. 
Born in East London 
she moved with her 
family to Carletonville 
in 1965 after her 
father got a job at 
one of the mines. 
She matriculated 
from Carleton 
Jones High School 
before continuing 
to complete her 
four-year teaching 
diploma at the 
then Johannesburg 
College of Education 
and moving on 
to complete an 
Honours Degree at 
the University of 
Johannesburg.

According to the 
long-term star 

teacher, teaching was 
actually not her first 
career option.

“I actually wanted 
to become a marine 
biologist, but when 
my friend said she 
wanted to study 
teaching, I thought it 
would be interesting 
to me as well,” says 
Ralph. Although she 
planned to teach the 
subjects Afrikaans, 
geography, and 
Southern Sotho, 
she had to retrain 
herself when the 
then principal, 
Mr Esterhuizen, 

informed her she 
was going to teach 
physical sciences 
instead.

Since this time, she 
has lived through 
positive and negative 
events at the school.

She was part of the 
school staff when 
Rockland became 
the first school in 
the area to open to 
black learners in 
1992 and still praises 
the principal, Mr 
Bezuidenhout, for his 
vision in making this 
happen.

“This was the best 

thing for the school 
and the children, 
as it exposed them 
to diversity,” Ralph 
says. The most 
negative incident 
during her time at 
the school was when 
10 learners died in a 
horrific taxi accident 
on their way to 
school on July 10, 
2024. Ralph was one 
of three teachers who 
attended the accident 
scene. Meanwhile, 
Ralph believes that 
Rockland still has a 
bright future ahead.

“Rockland is built 
on the legacy left by 
educators who did 
their best throughout 
the years,” she says.

Despite being 
situated in the 
abandoned mining 
town Blyvooruitzicht, 
the school’s 
approximately 1 300 
learners are bused 
in daily from as far 
away as Kagiso. Most 
of the learners come 
from Kokosi and 
Wedela. Ralph plans 
to relax at her home 
in Carletonville after 
her retirement before 
moving closer to her 
son in Roodepoort.

Diane Ralph is 
retiring after 
decades of 
teaching at 
Rockland Primary 
School.

The buildings at the 
Popo Molefe Stadium 
are still in ruins while 
the fence has also 
not been completed.

Popo Molefe Stadium 
renovations stuck
Adele Louw

No work is continuing 
at the Popo Molefe 
Stadium in Kokosi.

The Merafong City 
Local Municipality 
announced toward the 
end of last year that 
it would upgrade this 
facility. 

Community members 
had been looking 
forward to this project 
as the Popo Molefe 
Stadium was once a 
beautiful facility that 
hosted provincial sports 
events, but it has since 
been badly plundered.

The problems started 
when the municipality 
allowed a contractor to 
build a netball court 
on the athletics track 
about a decade ago. 
After this, the number 
of people using the 
stadium dropped 
drastically. It was later 
badly vandalised, with 
the worst damage 
being done during the 

Covid-19 lockdown.
Issues with the new 

project began earlier 
this year. Work on the 
Clear View fencing 
around the stadium and 
nearby fields stopped in 
February because the 
workers had not been 
paid. 

Even though they 
were eventually paid, 
very little progress has 
been made since then. 

Large sections of the 
fencing are still missing, 
and the pavilion, toilets, 
and guard house remain 
in ruins. There were no 
workers at the site when 
the Herald visited it on 
April 22. 

Although the 
newspaper asked 
the municipality’s 
marketing and 
communications 
manager, Temba Fezani, 
about the project and 
when it is going to be 
completed, no response 
was received by printing 
time.


